
MILANO UNICA AND INTERNATIONAL LAB OF 
MITTELMODA - THE FASHION AWARD
Where trends take shape, talents shine

The presentation of the Milano Unica Tendenze for Spring/Summer 2027, held on 
October 16 at Garage 21 in Milan, was followed by the Fashion Award of International 
Lab of Mittelmoda. The award ceremony accompanied the biannual event that precedes 
each edition of the trade show, aimed at exhibitors, buyers, and the international industry 
press. Following the talk dedicated to the themes of the Tendenze, MU COSMETIC: 
Textile Sensations, curated by the Milano Unica Style Commission, and explored 
in depth by Simone Marchetti, European Editorial Director of Vanity Fair and Antonio 
Mancinelli, Fashion and Culture Editor of QN Group, the stage was given to the new 
creative talents selected by International Lab of Mittelmoda, now in its 31st edition. 
The show, presenting the 26 finalists, and the award ceremony for the winners, testified to the 
relevance of the dialogue developed between the textile industry and education, in the spirit 
of sharing common values such as quality, sustainability, and design culture. These 
principles have always guided Milano Unica in promoting a creative, more responsible, and 
conscious future, including in the concept of continuity of the fashion system and its entire 
supply chain.



The event represented a meeting point between two complementary entities: Milano Unica, 
the benchmark trade show for high-end textiles and fashion accessories, where trends emerge, 
and with new creative ideas that MU Cosmetic explored through the connection between 
body and matter with a sensory, responsible, and innovative approach, and International 
Lab of Mittelmoda, the international scouting showcase that has been promoting and 
supporting emerging talents from fashion schools around the world for over 30 years.

“As President of Milano Unica, I strongly believe in our trade show’s responsibility 
to continue to be a point of reference for the evolution of the Italian textile and fashion 
accessories industry. Projects like MU Cosmetic demonstrate our commitment to pushing 
the boundaries of creative research, fostering cross-pollination between diverse fields, such 
as cosmetics and textiles, which share a common drive towards innovation, beauty, and 
sustainability. The collaboration with International Lab of Mittelmoda, supported by the 
Italian Textile Foundation, which also collaborates in the organization of our trade show, 
goes in this direction: combining education, research, and industry to build a future based 
on the quality and creativity of the new generations. Only the continuous and continued 
dialogue can regenerate the fashion system and keep the excellence of Made-in-Italy alive in 
a constantly changing global scenario. I want to thank the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation and the Italian Trade Agency ICE, which 
have always contributed to building the success of our activities”, said Simone Canclini, 
President of Milano Unica and of Fondazione del Tessile Italiano.

“Our industry’s assets are willpower, vision, innovation, and determination to invest with an 
unfailing, responsible approach. Quality is an irremissible condition, a fundamental value 
of Made-in-Italy. Sustainability is not just a buzzword, but a real journey through process 
development, responsibility, and complexity that the supply chain successfully managed to 
face by relying on its rigorous and structured approach. In this context, the synergy with 
Milano Unica gains even more relevance. Creating a bridge between industrial expertise 
and emerging talents means preparing for a more responsible and competitive future for 
Italian fashion,” added Matteo Marzotto, President of International Lab of Mittelmoda.  

This event confirms Milano Unica’s identity as a cultural and industry-specific platform 
for the integration of research, education, and creativity, offering professionals and new 
generations the tools and opportunities to imagine the future of Made-in-Italy.



THE WINNERS OF THE 31ST EDITION OF INTERNATIONAL LAB 
OF MITTELMODA - THE FASHION AWARD

ABSOLUTE PRIZE INNOVATION
offered by the FONDAZIONE DEL TESSILE ITALIANO and INTERNATIONAL LAB 
OF MITTELMODA

INBAL HEFFER
Israel - Shenkar. Engineering. Design. Art.

ABSOLUTE PRIZE CREATIVITY
offered by the CAMERA NAZIONALE DELLA MODA ITALIANA

ÁSA BRÍET BRATTABERG
Iceland - Institut Français de la Mode

PRESS SPECIAL AWARD: an initiative developed to highlight the value of 
dialogue between the industry and communication and to recognize press 
as a privileged observatory on contemporary creativity

offered by the FONDAZIONE DEL TESSILE ITALIANO and INTERNATIONAL LAB 
OF MITTELMODA

given by: Laura Asnaghi, Editor La Repubblica, Gianluca Bauzano, Editor Il Corriere 
della Sera, Giulia Crivelli, Editor Il Sole 24 Ore, Elisabetta Falciola, Editor Tg5 – Canale 5, 
Cinzia Malvini, Editor La7, Tobias Bayer, Editor in chief Fashion, Antonio Mancinelli, 
Editor QN Group and Simone Marchetti, European Editorial Director, Vanity Fair

ALEXIA POPA
Romania - AMFI - Amsterdam Fashion Institute

MENSWEAR - WOMENSWEAR AWARD
offered by the CONFINDUSTRIA MODA - Federazione Tessile e Moda  

VALENTINA RINALDI
Italy - Istituto Marangoni



SHOES AWARD
offered by MICAM 

DILARA ÓVET
Turkey - NABA - Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti

BAG AWARD
offered by MIPEL 

SARA JACQUELINE MORANDINI
Italy - Accademia di Costume & Moda

THE ONE SEASONLESS AWARD
offered by TheOneMilano

INBAL HEFFER
Israel - Shenkar. Engineering. Design. Art.

ITALIAN LEATHER: A WORLD OF CREATIVITY AND 
SUSTAINABILITY AWARD
offered by LINEAPELLE

ARIEL BERKA
Israel - Shenkar. Engineering. Design. Art.

ACCESSORIES [EYEWEAR] AWARD
offered by MIDO

DANIELE DE SIMONE
Italy - ITS Cosmo Fashion Academy

TEXTILE & MATERIALS AWARD
offered by MilanoUnica 

LUCA DI GIACOMANTONIO
Italy - Accademia Costume e Moda



PRATO CIRCULAR & SUSTAINABILITY AWARD
offered by CONFINDUSTRIA TOSCANA NORD 

ÁSA BRÍET BRATTABERG
Iceland - Institut Français de la Mode

COMO AWARD
offered by CONFINDUSTRIA COMO

PAULINA ROMERO
USA - Accademia Costume e Moda

IDEABIELLA YOUNG CREATIVENESS AWARD
offered by IDEABIELLA 

PEIAN JACK ZHAN
Italy - Parsons Parigi

LINEN AWARD
offered by CONFINDUSTRIA MODA - Federazione Tessile e Moda - Sezione Lino

DORKA SZABO
Hungary - ArtEZ University of the Arts

For additional information: 
Milano Unica Press Office tel. +39 02 6610 1105
Alessandra Ardenzi mob. +39 335 677 46 20
Daniela Scardi mob. +39 3661964979


